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The Melbourne Bombing – Thursday 11 July 1940 

 

On 11 July 1940, just before 8.00 am, eight bombs were dropped on 

Melbourne by a German Heinkel HE111 bomber. Nine Royal Engineer 

sappers who were billeted close to the Blue Bell pub were killed; eight 

immediately and one died later at a Derby hospital. The eight killed 

locally are buried in the Packhorse Road Cemetery and Lance Corporal 

William Wild was buried in Rochdale. 

Who was killed? 

 

Lance Corporal William Wild 

Sapper R Butterworth    Sapper H S Killiner 

Sapper J E Carter    Sapper J W Robinson 

Sapper H Cook     Sapper W Saxby 

Sapper A W Gardner    Sapper N Simpson 

 

  

Above: the eight graves at Melbourne Cemetery, Packhorse Road (photograph: Barry Thomas) 
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Why were the soldiers billeted in Melbourne? 

On 19 November 1939 a section of the railway line from Derby to Ashby-

de-la-Zouch was handed over to the War Department. The line was 

named the Melbourne Military Railway after its principal station. 

Immediately south of Chellaston East Junction the railway established its 

headquarters, consisting of workshops, offices, and engine sheds for 

eight locomotives.  

Initially the railway was to be used for individual training but later it was 

used for training complete railway operating companies who would work 

the line for a week at a time. Basic training took place at Longmoor in 

Hampshire before transfer to Melbourne where railway engineers 

undertook eight weeks training and construction engineers undertook 16 

weeks training, which included eight weeks at the Kings Newton bridge 

building school. The railway was handed back to the LMS at the 

beginning of 1945. 

 This photograph shows the Lodge building (centre) viewed from the top of the Parish Church. It was 

taken about 1900 by local photographer, Edward Martin. The Lodge and its outbuildings were 

destroyed by the bomb though the shop building to its right still survives, a little changed, as a private 

dwelling called Pump House (note the village pump in front of it). The Blue Bell is to the left of this 

photograph. The factory building centre right was Castle Mills, now occupied by a small modern 

housing estate. 
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The Bombs 

 

The eight bombs were dropped in pairs: 

Two at the Grange, Chapel Street (1 and 2) 

Two near the Blue Bell Inn, Church Street (3 and 4) 

Two into the water at the north end of the Pool (5 and 6) and  

Two near the Intake end of the Pool; one near Pool Cottage and another 

further south into King’s Field (7 and 8). 

 

Source of locations: David Smith (author of “The Day the Melbourne was Bombed”) 

Map: OpenStreetMap 

Annotated: Barry Thomas  
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Why Melbourne? 

 

It is speculated that Melbourne and the Pool area were mistaken for 

Rolls-Royce as the Derby factory had been camouflaged to look like a 

small town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: aerial view of Rolls-

Royce, Nightingale Road, 

Derby in 1925. 

The factory site was an 

obvious target for German 

bombers but was only found 

once by the Luftwaffe. 

Ernest Townsend was 

employed by the company to 

camouflage the plant. 

 

Right: Derby Artist, Ernest 

Townsend (seated), in 1940 

judging a Derby Telegraph 

competition. 

Townsend was paid £84 by 

Rolls-Royce to camouflage the 

roofs of the buildings to look like 

a small town with a church 

tower and a road network. 

He later went on to camouflage 

factories, chimneys, gasometers 

and cooling towers and even 

bridges in Derby and further 

afield. 

Source: DET 20/06/2018. 
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The German Bomber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Heinkel HE 111 was a bomber in service with the Luftwaffe, the 

Nazi German air force before and during the Second World War. At the 

time of its entry into service in the late 1930s, it was one of the finest 

combat aircraft in the world.  

It was the main German bomber during the 1940/1941 Blitz over 

London, although by that time, its operations were mainly restricted to 

flying at night. It had become too vulnerable against British day fighters 

such as the Spitfire. In various roles, it soldiered on until the last days of 

the war. The Heinkel HE 111 was originally designed as a passenger 

aircraft and because of this, quite unusual for a bomber, it had windows 

along the fuselage.  

  
Left: the undercarriage of 

a Henkel HE 111. 

Shows the location of the 

8 bombs that this 

aeroplane carried.  

Bombs had to be 

dropped in pairs in order 

to keep the aeroplane in 

balance. 

Attributed to: Scaler 

Review website. 
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The Bomber’s Possible Timetable 

 

04:00 – Crew briefed. 

05:00 – Crew on board and engines running. 

05:15 – Take off from airfield in Northern France. Route to Melbourne 

via North Sea and South Yorkshire, a journey of 450 miles taking just 

over two hours. 

07:30 – bomber sighted south of Derby. 

07:35 – seen over Chellaston and fired upon by anti-aircraft guns. 

Bomber heads for Ticknall side of Melbourne. 

07:50 – bomb run to Melbourne starts over Swarkestone Church. 

07:55 – aeroplane releases 8 bombs over Melbourne in pairs. 

07:58 – all bombs dropped, plane flies back towards Melbourne, over 

Station Road and along Derby Road towards Chellaston and Derby. 

08:05 – bomber seen low over Derby’s Drewry Lane. 

08:35 – bomber heads back towards the East Coast and down the North 

Sea. 

10:20 – arrived back in France. 

(Source: David Smith) 

 

 

 

Right: The memorial 

plaque to the Royal 

Engineers on Church 

Street close to the Senior 

Citizens Community 

Centre. Photo: Barry 

Thomas. 
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